
An interagency working group is developing 

a draft communication protocol 

that will replace what was known 

as the “Fire Use Protocol.” 
 

Representatives from Federal 

wildland fire agencies, EPA, ARB, 

and several air pollution control 

districts contributed to the 

scoping of the protocol earlier this year.  

Draft revisions, coordinated by CAPCOA 

and the Air and Land Managers Working 

Group (ALM), are expected to be 

complete prior to the 2010 fire 

season.  Following release of the 

draft, participating agencies are 

expected to outline coordination 

for exceptional events.  Ways to 

improve air quality information 

within the Wildland Fire Decisions 

Support System is another goal.  

continued next page 

US Forest Service working on new Wildland Fire 
Smoke Communication Protocol 

Golden Guardian 2010 will be the sixth 
full scale exercise in California since 
2004. Scheduled for several days in May, 
this year’s exercise will featured simu‐
lated terrorist attacks in multiple ports 
throughout California. 

The Golden Guardian statewide exercise 
was first implemented by Governor 
Schwarzenegger in 2004, and has be‐
come an annual statewide exercise con‐
ducted to coordinate prevention, prepa‐

C A R P A   N e w s l e t t e r  

Training 
Opportunities 

 
The California Emergency 
Management Agency 
(CalEMA) publishes a 
monthly list of training op-
portunities offered by many 
agencies, including CSTI 
and CalFire. 

Courses include: 

terrorism preparedness 

hazmat response 

hazard communication 

exercise planning 

For an updated monthly list 
of courses, please visit the 
California Specialized 
Training Institute webpage.  
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ration, response, and recovery mechanisms of 
city, county and state governmental entities, 
and private sector and volunteer organiza‐
tions.  

Golden Guardian is currently the largest 
statewide emergency preparedness exer‐
cise of its kind in the country.  

Emergency Response staff from both the 
Air Resources Board (ARB) and the Depart‐
ment of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) 
will exercise with the Port of Redwood City.  
The California Department of Public Health 
is planning a hospital readiness exercise 
with Kaiser hospitals in the East Bay area. 
Outcomes from the exercise will appear in 
a future newsletter. 

 

“The focus of the 2010 
full-scale drill will be a 
terrorist attack at multi-
ple ports around the 
Bay Area and will in-
volve 10 cities, six 
ports, and numerous 
local, state, and federal 
agencies.”  

 - Jay Alan, spokesman 
for CalEMA 

http://www.calema.ca.gov/WebPage/oeswebsite.nsf/Content/3DBF19A950155721882573500052AA52?OpenDocument�
http://www.calema.ca.gov/WebPage/oeswebsite.nsf/Content/3DBF19A950155721882573500052AA52?OpenDocument�
http://www.calema.ca.gov/WebPage/oeswebsite.nsf/Content/3DBF19A950155721882573500052AA52?OpenDocument�
http://www.calema.ca.gov/WebPage/oeswebsite.nsf/Content/3DBF19A950155721882573500052AA52?OpenDocument�


Wildland Fire Smoke Communication Protocol 

Continued from front page… 

Federal wildland fire agencies 

recently clarified that the revised 

fire policy will encompass both 

suppression strategies and fire 

fighter safety. This approach follows 

a review of fatalities and injuries, 

and the fact that suppression 

resources are sometimes 

overwhelmed by the number and 

size of wildfires. 

While this revised guidance may 

result in some inconsistencies with 

the current “Fire Use Protocol,” 

plans are to replace it with a more 

comprehensive communication 

protocol for wildland fire smoke. 

For more information, 

please contact Trent Procter at  

tprocter@fs.fed.us/ 
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We’re on the web! 
www.arb.ca.gov/carpa/carpa.htm 

Join our listserv at the CARPA webpage. Simply click “Join Email List” on the left 
navigation bar. Email comments to Shelley DuTeaux, sduteaux@arb.ca.gov. 

Eyjafjallajokull Volcano Erupts 
World Health Organization assesses health 
impact of Iceland volcano eruption 

On 14 April, Iceland was hit by a second vol-
canic eruption in one month. 

The WHO Regional Office for Europe and the 
Icelandic Directorate of Health are monitoring 
the volcano’s emissions, analyzing the ash, 
and issuing public health recommendations. 
The UK’s Health Protection Agency is also up-
dating the public on potential health issues.  

Volcanic ash is composed of finely fragmented 
volcanic rock. An estimated 25% of the total 
volume of ash is particulate matter in the ≤ 10   
µm size range, and represents particles that 
can reach the lower respiratory airways. 

With ash concentrations varying by wind and 
temperature, WHO recommends following the 
most current advice from national health      
authorities. 

Frequently asked questions on the health effects of volcanic 
ash 

1. Does volcanic ash affect health? 

As long as the volcanic ash remains in the upper atmosphere, there 
will be no increase in exposure or risk to health. If ash reaches 
lower elevations in high concentrations, there may be health effects 
in the range normally caused by high levels of air pollution. 

2. What is the composition of the ash? 

Volcanic ash is composed of small particles of fragmented volcanic 
rock, most of which are less than 30-40 µm across. These particles 
consist mostly of quartz and glass, as well as aluminum, silica, and 
fluoride. 

3. Which groups are most at risk? 

People with chronic respiratory conditions such as asthma, emphy-
sema or bronchitis may be more susceptible to health effects from 
ash. 

4. What are the symptoms of exposure to the ash? 

Due to its physical properties, ash may irritate the eyes, nose, and 
throat. Those with existing respiratory diseases may experience 
exacerbation of their symptoms. 

5. How should people protect their health? 

If the ash plume reaches a community, normal precautions for days 
with high air pollution are advised: Avoid strenuous activity, stay 
indoors, and avoid activities that will stir up the ash. 
 

Source: 

Air Quality and Health Section, World Health Organization — 
Regional Office for Europe, http://www.euro.who.int/air  

mailto:tprocter@fs.fed.us/�
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